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Amendment s to the Clamis: 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

Lislinu of Claims; 



1. (Currently amended) A computer-implemented method for delermimn^ calc^iung 
adiiiste.4 preference information, comprising: 

stwmg-^r^ steriOfi* tor a plurality of consumers, prdeiHM 

info n natio n rela ted to different at tributes of aiYEgoj^ffl^ the stored preference information 

arejdlcetive^ 
iiiiribiil^oijhcjypeo 
gg^l££^jmjgl ; iiQ^l^ r . consumers; 

ihamdi^ 

ih* prefere nce information stor edjo^ 
trade-off quest ions for the first co nsu mer t h at Micjt.^ 

providing the first set of trade-off questions rel-^^^*t-ttttB^e to [fa]] the Jlrsl 

consumer; 

lireciiciingjhcjn^ 

receiving answers to the fir st set of trade-off questions from the first, consumer: 

vaWtttin^heHfiide^ 

eensuintff^-aHtl 
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constj.Uicn^ 

[or at least one aU^ 

the stored va lues thai ar e ref le ctive of the flrsi suh-grou p\s oms^^ 

the predicted answ ers to the first set of trade-off ques ti ons for the fi rglom^^ 

tlrsUdiMPJ^ 

Y a !i!<LP C jlieJIra^ 

based oil jhejysfc^^ 
set^fjrade r tilte 

jirgv[dm 

pred i c.i il m jjKjeiMli^ 
reeovjl^ 
sciccun^ to 
cons umers as a m atch fo r t he second c onjun^^ 

foxcgjis^^ 
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preference lor the at least one a ttrib ute level ba sed .QjUbj^o^ 
^concisiib r .gr(H 

b^e^njj.ie„^^ 
and the p redict ed answers to the second set of trade-ofljmc& 
dctcm^ 

Lh^eonjlconsu wherein a-A*^e-H>-whii=4i 

^e^^^l^^H^vtffltf w o r G baae d ifetemttml- ass o ek ^-ed--v>4ti=Hhe 

LllL^md^^^ is dilTercnt than a^ernkteg*^ 

v^pt^foetiee^ t!ie„UrsLLu]jusUiien 

a^stingihe^ 
least o ne attribute level as a jinicjit^ 
value ofjh^secmid 

2. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim U wherein the preference 
information assod**^ 

j^alHy^^ forjJtL£jllu normalized part 

worth values. 

3. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 2. wherein the preference 
i n ibnn at i o n asseeiatetl-w j ilnhe - eei^^ 

pk^a+Uy-oftHher~^^ currency- - 

normalized part worth values. 

4. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 1, further fc*wpr-K*m$r vvJierein 
scl^lin^ihe.l1rsi subgroup of consumers includes selecting the pkH^+y !lC^iIl:gLimP. of 
consumers fmm-a*^ based on attribute levels identified as unacceptable 
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5. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 4. wherein the sel^HHi-phm^iy 
sub-group of co nsumers identified similar attribute levels as unacceptable. 

6. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 1 , llmh^eewpHSH^ .^herein 
sel ecting the fi ret subgroup of consum ers inclu des selecting the ^ufaltfy^^ 
gK*ifM-*fK^ first su b-group consumers based on part worth values as&^+ated with 
e»ek^H5unteM^ stor^Jorj^ 

consumers. 

7. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim t>, wherein the seknrte<:i--pl«f^H¥ 
sito^grpupji^ arc associated with similar preference information. 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim [|X.]] h wherein dei^mim^ 

assigning past consumers to subgroups sub-groups based on attribute levels thai the past 
consumers indicated as unacceptable. 

It). (Currently amended) A method according to Claim [[8,11 I wherein AaeFroimftg 
^i>5iHnef 5t^gmHps^nvpft^s: dhicfe 

assigning past consumers to subgietips subrjgQUBS based on pari worth values associated with 

die 'pttst consumers. 



11-12. (Canceled) 
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13. (Original) A method according to Claim U further comprising: determining an offer 
to sell a product based on the mixed preference information. 

14. (Original) A method according to Claim 13, further comprising: 
providing the offer to the consumer. 

1 5. {Currently amended) A meihod according to Claim 1 , wherein the first phifalky sub: 
group of consumers is identical to the second pluftd-ky subgroup, of consumers. 

16. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim K wherein the first ph^fy sulv 
youp. of consumers does not include any consumers belonging to the second plt^ttiny ^:gmui> 
of consumers. 

17. (Currently amended) A meihod according to Claim L wherein one or more of the 
cons tituent members of the first pkH^luy sub-group of consumers are members of the second 
pta^Rty sub gro up of consumers. 

US, (Canceled) 

19. (Original) A method according to Claim I . wherein the plurality of consumers 
comprises a predetermined number of past consumers for whom preference information is 
stored. 



20. (Original) A method according to Claim 19. wherein the predetermined number of 
past consumers arc determined based on a time at which preference information associated with 
each of the predetermined number of consumers was collected. 

2 1 . (Original) A method according to Claim 1 , wherein the plurality of consumers 
comprises all past consumers for whom preference information was collected during a particular 
time period. 
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22. (Currently amended) A computer-implemented method for determining calcujaLina 
adiu^ted preference information, comprising: 

i^tt^fH^ier^^ storing, for a pluralit y of consumers, El^ferencc 

informat ion related to different a ttributes of a type of product, the stored preference information 

Fetetirtg^^H-atote lor an ind ividual con sum er including nimiajMMU£ijy^I 

'illldlg^ preference for different attribmc jo ye I s , jo Mho 

aHrLl^tes o£theiyc 

than all o f the p luralilv_dj^ 
oJ\mtdeH>f^ 

cp.nsimicrj£^^ i)S}SLO\ 
PJP.ducu 

providing the^^^ reltrtmg--fcHJ*e- aiu4bi*4t> to [fall dieiiiiiUeular 

consumer: 

receiving answers to the set of trade-off questions from the aarti^iilar consumer; 

v a M«t i n ^Ihef f efevei kg m-^mw^ers-U^k iMfftfteef f 

ciuestiensrWH} 

mv swers-ttM^^ 
et^Hti^efs-bas^'^ 

sei eci i n&J Vo co n su murs ^a part .1 c u lar . s u Iv urn up. o f 

v^llSJIJ^ 

con^umers^ 

; n formation fur const it u eni members ivflhc j;u^ 
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for aU^^.onc^ 
anayeragoa 

prcl'cictKX'S jor thc al l east o ne attribute lcycj; 

the BiMs^ 

eonjsuji^ 

adjusting, tiie_su>j.-^ 
aUeasl one ^suibutcj^ 

23-26. iC'uncclcd; 

27. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 22. fuftlw^^ 
sclj^n^^ selecting the pktfaliiy parliaii;ir..suh- 
vj>rou p of consumers frefft--a^wp-^H?€H^^me^ based on attri bute levels indicated as 
unacceptable by eaeh^sumerH*^ amsjdi^^ 

uroup of consumers. 

28. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 27, wherein the seteeted 
plurality comauuaiLn^ ° r consumers ^e^eiv^^-^-lw 
$rouj>of jH*s*-et>Hmmw£HS¥he ideruified similar attribute levels as unacceptable. 

2 f >. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 22, fiir44w-cH>mpF^^ wherom 
selecti n g the mtrl icufa includes selecting the pltn^aHiy parii^laLSulv 

group of consumers ft omu group of-fHHrt-wis^fHefs based on part worth values associated with 
each etnmwtHH^^ 
consumers. 
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30. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 29, wherein the sheeted 
pbwWw constituent members oflhe partic ular su hpgflun o f consumers are- members 
grawfH}ffH«H20*ttw^ are associated with similar part worth values. 



3 1 . (Currently amended) A computer-implemented method Kn^wee foLcai^atjn^ 
adjusted consumer preference information, comprising; 
l^ivin^J^ 

attribut es of u prod uct, the receiv e d pref eren ce informal)^ 

levels lt>r Uiej^ 
Eafflcidarj^ 

curr^^^ 

storing th^inra preference information for [[a]] the plurality of 

dividing the plurality of consumers into multiple dj fen^ 
thanjdloJL^ 

^nsurrier^ 
ih>nij.hej2^ 

providing the set of t radc-o IT q uest ions relaH-i^4h^twbto« to j|a|] ih^iarticuhir 
consumer; 

predicti n g t he particular consumer's aogwerelo^^ 

receiving answers to the set of trade-off questions from die partiadar consumer; 
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teed-d<Hefmi^ 

sdjxtini^ 

consumers bdng 
im^cijnT^ 

for aU&i.^^^ 
aiuixerag^^ 

attribiuc level.; 

baspi 
the &rcdi^ 

o f i h e^rucu b r consumer's , c mrcncAj: n onmijjzcd Rrd e reiKcJ^ 
and 

consuiri^ts 

determine d adiusimcnLQ^too valu e o.rih<^ 

normalized jh:^^ attrib ute level., 

32. (Original) A method according to Claim 3 L further comprising: 
providing an offer based on the currency-normal i/ed information. 

33. (Original) A method according to Claim 32, further comprising: 
providing the offer to the consumer. 
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34. (Withdrawn) A method, in a system to colled consumer preference information, for 
determining consumer trade-off questions based on a plurality of attribute levels, each of the 
plurality of attribute levels being associated with an attribute and a pari worth utility value, the 
method comprising: 

grouping the attribute levels into objects including two attribute levels, each of the two 
attribute levels of an object being associated with different attributes; and 

grouping the objects into pairs including two objects, a first object of a pair including a 
first two attribute levels associated with two attributes and a second object of the pair including a 
second two attribute levels associated with the two attributes; and 

selecting, from the pairs, a plurality of pairs on which to base trade-off questions, 
wherein a first pair is more likely to be selected than a second pair if a sum of part worth utility 
values associated with each attribute level of the first pair is greater than a sum of part worth 
utility values associated with each attribute level of the second pair. 

35-.V). (Canceled) 

39. (Currently amended) A medium storing processor-executable process steps, the 
process sieps comprising: 

a step to s*etH^f»ref^^ ^Qiejor a plurality of consumers, [|the| j 

preference information fdat-mg ffilaied to art-attribute diflerent, at tnbutes of a product; type of 
prn^ict, thejywe^ for an individual consumer including 

yduesJlMa^ 

ihc anribut^ 

s econd con simicn and^ 

a stepjo diyidjMhe^ 
less than aJUjf th^hi^ 

aj^jo generate, ba sed on the preference informa t i o n stored, (or Ibe^j^Lconsurner, a 
f irst set of t rade-off quest ions for th e first con sumer that sohciL ^ UJ^L^oil^m^'!' 
reisar^ 
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a step to provide th e first se t of trade-off questions rel^HHt^^^i^ 10 ll. a li ibfi-iirsi 
consumer; 

a st^.io.ore(licnlKL^ 

a step to receive answers to the first set of trade-off questions from the first consumer; 
e£-t4te -eomrtmw v-ttmi 

a^i^ioielectJ[iS 
<ansumeo^ 
beingJkas^ 

a slepjo 

product, a n aver ag e va lue of the first sub-group's prcfcrmccM^ 

bajgdonj^^ 

preferences forlbcijtjcast onQUrib^ 

^epj^mgrniine. based on t h e first cons umer's rccciyMjyiswjgrsjo jhc JlrsLscLqf 
i^e-olTqucsti ons and the predicted answer s to the 

first consuiner 's preference t o r. the. at.. least on^i!!^ 

valu^^QheijM 

a jrtcgjo pr ovide the s eco nd set of t r ade-on\)uc stuons jo^^ 

astepjojii^ 
rca:ivii^ 
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a step to s ele ct' from anions the multiple sub-groups of con^^^^^ 
consumers as a m at ch for the seco nd consumer, ihes di^ 

consumers being tWd w for the second user and preferc^^ 

Mcormiu^^ 

a step t o calculate , for the at least o ne uttribul^ 
^^up;sj)refereticc lor the at least one atlrihute level based <niJhcju^ 
onhejs^^ 

a step t o determine, hosed on die second consume 
of trade- ofT questions and the predicted answers teMsj&a pd set of tra de-gdle^^ 
second consume r, a second adjustment factor for use inMiitlrti^ 
ftllcctiY^ wherein a 

^ w *lw^eefw«mafti the second adj ustme nt factor is different than ti -see-o»H4-iJe^eMe-whwh 
seeen44fade-o(f-^ 

Olllitdjustniciit factor; and 
ajlerno a.^ 

aver age value o Q h^siwLB^^^ .3 Uri j?uJ .£ J^vd . . 

40. (Currently amended) A medium according to Claim 39, wherein the preference 

i 1 1 lb r n i a i i o n t^seentted wrth-rfw-ean swner- and - t he- p reference in fo fhwh-k vt vas** iei aied -wit l> A -ht? for 
the plurality of othef consumers comprise normali/.ed part worth values. 

41 . (Currently amended) A medium according to Claim 40, wherein the preference 
information «ss^Hrte4-wi#K^^ witJHhe J or 
the plurality of otta* consumers comprise currency-normali/.ed pan worth values. 
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42. {Currently amended) A medium according to Claim H^pFW^sk*^ 
com p ri sing : a w her ein I he step to select the pktmttty MUMh-grouj). of consumers frem-a- group 

md!:ideLiL^P ^ sdem^ consumers based on tiuribulc levels identified 

as unacceptable by each eefisurwfH^the-g^up-ef-pasf o£thLLCOiia^ 
sub : g,roup. o]' consumers. 

43. (Currently amended) A medium according to Claim 42, wherein the seteeted 
plurality i^^mmcrnhcrs of the first sub-^rotm of consumers afe-nwmhers-ef-the -groHp-ef 
l^^ ieimmiM : S .^4ve identified similar attribute levels as unacceptable. 

44. (Currently amended) A medium according to Claim 39, *ht^\-^ 
eemprisrogMi the step to select the pluraHty fLriUub-group of consumers frwva-growp mdudes a 
siS£ .taiSlSCl ihL£uM.§LlfefflMlE of past consumers based on part worth values associated with 
each etmsut^FoMK^ oDJllLfiw^ 

consumers. 

45. (Currently amended) A medium according to Claim 44, wherein the seteeteti 
plweltty cojQsUtumLme 0 f consumers are-mei nbers-ef *be-gw^p-&f 
pasl-eenstmer^wha are associated with similar preference information. 

46. (Canceled) 

47. (Currently amended) A medium according to Claim 46, wherein the step to 
d^mHfleHNa^^^ diyid^t 

includes a step to assign past consumers to su b gr o up s subgroups based on attribtite levels thai 
the past consumers indicated as unacceptable, 



48. (Currently amended) A medium according to Claim 46, wherein the slep to 
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includes a step to assign pa*t consumers to sub^m^ sub : erouas based on part wonh values 
associated with the pas* consumers. 

49-50. (Canceled) 

51 . (Original) A medium according to Claim 39, the process slops further comprising: 
a step to determine an offer to sell a product based on the mixed preference information 

32, (Original) A medium according to Claim 5 1 , the process steps further comprising, 
a step to provide the offer to the consumer. 

53. (Currently amended) A medium according to Claim 30, wherein the first plwalky 
sub-group of consumers is ident ical to the second plurality subrgroUB of consumers. 

54. (Currently amended) A medium according to Claim 39. wherein the first plurtiWy 
sub- grou p of consumers does not include any consumers belonging to the second pluralHy sub- 
group of consumers. 

55. (Currently amended) A medium according to Claim 39, wherein one or more of the 
cpnsmucnijmeniby first plwafay subgroup, of consumers belong to the second plwa-lrty 
sub-group o f c o n s u m e rs . 

50. (Canceled) 

57. (Original) A medium according to Claim 39, wherein the plurality of consumers 
comprises a predetermined number of past consumers for whom preference information is 
stored. 
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58. (Previously presented) A medium according to Claim 57, wherein the predetermined 
number of past consumers are determined based on a lime at which preference information 
associated with each of the predetermined number of consumers was collected. 

59. (Original) A medium according to Claim 39, wherein Ihe plurality of consumers 
comprises all past consumers tor whom preference information was collected during a particular 
time period. 



60. (Currently amended) A medium storing processor-executable process steps, the 
process steps comprising: 

a step to f^re^el^ store, for a plurality of consumers. [ I the] j 

preference informal ion fekttmg related to aivaHflfctrte differen t attributes, of a pra^kt^ Lvpeof 
Broductjl^ 
values thau^ 

consunier and oilier co lis uppers; 

dmd^^ 

n£ira<j^ p articular c o nsumer that s olicit imswc^ 

consiy^ 
product; 

a step to provide ihescljof trade-off questions fektHn^Hhe-TH^^ve to [[a]] die 
pjxnk it Jar consu mer; 

a step to receive answers to the set of trade-off questions from the iwlkudar consumer; 
tHrt^no^atidate-the^^ 
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vrdkkttmg-step. 

of c onsu me rs as, a match.. for, th^ 

cgnsum^M" on p r eferenc e i nfoiinalion t or the. Raflic^j^^ 

lllji2D12jil^ ot the P articula r sulvgroup of consimiers; 

const mier^s ..pre fcrejice.R^^ 

ajjjiisjing Hie stored value th at is refleclivj^, 

value^Q^ 

61-64. (Canceled) 

65. (Currently amended) A medium according (o Claim 60. tlw-fm^s-^^ftH^ 
C( . H ^ s j n u^ wherein the step lo select the pk+faUt-y Batumi^ of consumers -frem-a 
group inchides .a.. s l : ei^i £ sj^lec t in ^„ i h ej>yj;\ ! ^lliii; .^llllz^r^iyil of consumers based on attribute levels 
indicated as unacceptable by each eoi^meraf^ eoj^ 

partic ular su b-group .of c o n s u m e rs . 

66. (Currenlly amended) A medium according to Claim 65, wherein the selected 
pluf ulrt-y gonst i t ncnt_ members, o f the pa r t icu la r sub- am up of consumers are-men^ber-s-ef4he 
g«H»|> + >f- pus! <H)f»siHiiefs-wiH) identified similar attribute levels as unacceptable. 
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67. (Currently amended) A medium according to Claim 60. the |^^^>6"A^4w 
eempFBtrvgr* wiiereinihe step to select the pkHHdily particular sub-g ro up of consumers fem-a 
gr*>»P mcju^jLStep of selecting theparticular sub : grouij of pay consumers based on part worth 
values associated with each ee*sttmaN^>e ^ ofihc.c^^ 

pa rticula r sub-uroup. of consu mers . 

68. (Currently amended) A medium according to Claim 67, wherein the seised 
phiwUty coiislitueiiLma 

gft^-efpasHHWBHm are associated with similar part worth values. 

69. (Currently amended) A medium storing processor-executable process steps to 
produce consumer preference information, the process steps comprising: 

L 1 ^ * rij?.. l i.L^g. >2f . e T^c c i ved prefere nce information t or an indicatimconsm 
nujiie^ 

I evels for the atu^ 

parti cular c onsumer and other consumers; 

ast^ia^^ .imLLhc p. Jura lit y of 

consum ers; 

a step to store the j: : urLgpcy - no nTi al i y - ed preference information for | |aj J the plurality of 
eefttarowsT-lh^^^ conjumersi 

in t0 miiluple different sub-wup^lhat indudc 

iLlLcatog^^ 

n n s w ei^:om.lh e part i c u 1 ar co ns u m cr reg^ 
att ributes of the type of product; 

a step to provide th e set of trade-o IT questions relating4e4hti-aHf**u^ to |[aj] the 
particular consumer; 
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a slop lo receive answers to the set_o_r t radc-o ff c| uest i ous from the uailicular consumer; 
pfefefH>i^e*inf< : >wmtM>rt ■■•afisociaied-wrt^«-«eftswi ; »ej'; 

cMi!Jlll£r^ fQLJJl^M^ user 

and curreiicx^ 
group consumers; 

a step to calculate, for at le ast one i)M{2yl£l^^.i> £^3^1^^ ililUlibMt^Qhe .1 ype_o f 

least ontL^ri^ 

PiUlic.^ 
attribu te lev el; 

a step to deiernii nc. based on t he partic ular consumers je<^^ 
n^^gn;gucstipns and the predic te d answer s to the set of trade^^ 

rcllgctiye ohhc particular consumer's c urreiKV- norma li zed iireJW 
attribute level; and 

con^yTiei^^ 
^tenni^ 

l^Jjl^in^^ ilIlllEDliL 1 l y ^^I^I^feL^l^- j^JlLLl^-liil 1 one attrilitUeJeyeL 



70. (Original) 



A medium according to Claim 69, die process steps limber comprising; 



Applicant- 
Serial No. 
filed 
Pag-: 



Scv K. IK Keiletai, 
09/845.051 
April 27, 2001 
20 of 24 



Attorney's Docket No/ 244O1-0O07O0I 



a step to provide an offer based on the eurrency-nonnaii/.ed information. 



71. (Original) A medium according to Claim 70, the process steps further comprising: 
a step to provide the offer to the consumer. 



72-77. (Canceled) 



